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Deuteronomy 21:10-14 .1א. דברים כ״א:י׳-י״ד
י� וּנְתָנ֞וֹ  ה עַל־אֹיְבֶ֑ א לַמִּלְחָמָ֖ י־תֵצֵ֥ (י) כִּֽ
יתָ שִׁבְיֽוֹ׃ (יא)  � וְשָׁבִ֥ י� בְּיָדֶ֖ יְהוָ֧ה אֱ�הֶ֛

אַר וְחָשַׁקְתָּ֣  שֶׁת יְפַת־תֹּ֑ ה אֵ֖ וְרָאִיתָ֙ בַּשִּׁבְיָ֔
הּ  ה׃ (יב) וַהֲבֵאתָ֖ הּ וְלָקַחְתָּ֥ לְ֖� לְאִשָּֽׁ בָ֔

הּ  � וְגִלְּחָה֙ אֶת־ראֹשָׁ֔ אֶל־תּ֣וֹ� בֵּיתֶ֑
ירָה֩  יהָ׃ (יג) וְהֵסִ֩ ה אֶת־צִפָּרְנֶֽ וְעָשְׂתָ֖

 � שְׁבָה֙ בְּבֵיתֶ֔ יהָ וְיָֽ הּ מֵעָלֶ֗ ת שִׁבְיָ֜ אֶת־שִׂמְלַ֨
ים  הּ יֶ֣ רַח יָמִ֑ יהָ וְאֶת־אִמָּ֖ ה אֶת־אָבִ֥ כְתָ֛ וּבָֽ

ה לְ֖�  הּ וְהָיְתָ֥ יהָ֙ וּבְעַלְתָּ֔ ן תָּב֤וֹא אֵלֶ֨ חַר כֵּ֜ וְאַ֨
הּ  צְתָּ בָּ֗ א חָפַ֣ ֹ֧ ה אִם־ל ה׃ (יד) וְהָיָ֞ לְאִשָּֽׁ
נָּה  ר לאֹ־תִמְכְּרֶ֖ הּ וּמָכֹ֥ וְשִׁלַּחְתָּהּ֙ לְנַפְשָׁ֔

ר  חַת אֲשֶׁ֥ הּ תַּ֖ ר בָּ֔ סֶף לאֹ־תִתְעַמֵּ֣ בַּכָּ֑
הּ׃  עִנִּיתָֽ

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(10) When you take the field against 
your enemies, and the LORD your God 
delivers them into your power and you 
take some of them captive, (11) and you 
see among the captives a beautiful 
woman and you desire her and would 
take her to wife, (12) you shall bring her 
into your house, and she shall trim her 
hair, pare her nails, (13) and discard her 
captive’s garb. She shall spend a 
month’s time in your house lamenting 
her father and mother; after that you 
may come to her and possess her, and 
she shall be your wife. (14) Then, should 
you no longer want her, you must 
release her outright. You must not sell 
her for money: since you had your will 
of her, you must not enslave her.
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Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel (January 1963)
 
Most of us are content to delegate the problem to the courts as if justice were a 
matter for professionals or specialists. But to do justice is what God demands of 
every man: it is the supreme commandment, and one that cannot be fulfilled 
vicariously. Righteousness must dwell not only in the places where justice is 
judicially administered.

.2ב.

Pirkei Avot 1:2 .3ג. משנה אבות א׳:ב׳
(ב) שִׁמְעוֹן הַצַּדִּיק הָיָה מִשְּׁיָרֵי כְנֶסֶת 
הַגְּדוֹלָה. הוּא הָיָה אוֹמֵר, עַל שְׁלשָׁה 

דְבָרִים הָעוֹלָם עוֹמֵד, עַל הַתּוֹרָה וְעַל 
הָעֲבוֹדָה וְעַל גְּמִילוּת חֲסָדִים:  

(2) Shimon the Righteous was one of the 
last of the men of the great assembly. 
He used to say: the world stands upon 
three things: the Torah, the [Temple] 
service, and the practice of acts of piety.

Shabbat 31a .4ד. שבת ל״א א
שׁוּב מַעֲשֶׂה בְּגוֹי אֶחָד שֶׁבָּא לִפְנֵי שַׁמַּאי. 

אָמַר לוֹ: גַּיְּירֵנִי עַל מְנָת שֶׁתְּלַמְּדֵנִי כׇּל 
הַתּוֹרָה כּוּלָּהּ כְּשֶׁאֲנִי עוֹמֵד עַל רֶגֶל 

אַחַת! דְּחָפוֹ בְּאַמַּת הַבִּנְיָן שֶׁבְּיָדוֹ. בָּא 
לִפְנֵי הִלֵּל, גַּיְירֵיהּ. אָמַר לוֹ: דַּעֲלָ� סְנֵי 

לְחַבְרָ� לָא תַּעֲבֵיד — זוֹ הִיא כׇּל 
הַתּוֹרָה כּוּלָּהּ, וְאִידַּ� פֵּירוּשַׁהּ הוּא, זִיל 

גְּמוֹר.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

There was another incident involving 
one gentile who came before 
Shammai and said to Shammai: 
Convert me on condition that you 
teach me the entire Torah while I am 
standing on one foot. Shammai pushed 
him away with the builder’s cubit in 
his hand. This was a common 
measuring stick and Shammai was a 
builder by trade. The same gentile came 
before Hillel. He converted him and 
said to him: That which is hateful to 
you do not do to another; that is the 
entire Torah, and the rest is its 
interpretation. Go study.
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Bava Batra 10a .5ה. בבא בתרא י׳ א
תָנְיָא הָיָה רַבִּי מֵאִיר אוֹמֵר יֵשׁ לוֹ לְבַעַל 

הַדִּין לַהֲשִׁיבְ� וְלוֹמַר לְ� אִם אֱ�הֵיכֶם 
אוֹהֵב עֲנִיִּים הוּא מִפְּנֵי מָה אֵינוֹ מְפַרְנְסָן 

אֱמוֹר לוֹ כְּדֵי שֶׁנִּיצּוֹל אָנוּ בָּהֶן מִדִּינָהּ 
שֶׁל גֵּיהִנָּם וְזוֹ שְׁאֵלָה שָׁאַל טוֹרָנוּסְרוּפוּס 

הָרָשָׁע אֶת רַבִּי עֲקִיבָא אִם אֱ�הֵיכֶם 
אוֹהֵב עֲנִיִּים הוּא מִפְּנֵי מָה אֵינוֹ מְפַרְנְסָם

 אָמַר לוֹ כְּדֵי שֶׁנִּיצּוֹל אָנוּ בָּהֶן מִדִּינָהּ 
שֶׁל גֵּיהִנָּם אָמַר לוֹ [אַדְּרַבָּה] זוֹ 

שֶׁמְּחַיַּיבְתָּן לְגֵיהִנָּם אֶמְשׁוֹל לְ� מָשָׁל 
לְמָה הַדָּבָר דּוֹמֶה לְמֶלֶ� בָּשָׂר וָדָם 

שֶׁכָּעַס עַל עַבְדּוֹ וַחֲבָשׁוֹ בְּבֵית הָאֲסוּרִין 
וְצִוָּה עָלָיו שֶׁלּאֹ לְהַאֲכִילוֹ וְשֶׁלּאֹ 

לְהַשְׁקוֹתוֹ וְהָלַ� אָדָם אֶחָד וְהֶאֱכִילוֹ 
וְהִשְׁקָהוּ כְּשֶׁשָּׁמַע הַמֶּלֶ� לאֹ כּוֹעֵס עָלָיו 
וְאַתֶּם קְרוּיִן עֲבָדִים שֶׁנֶּאֱמַר כִּי לִי בְנֵי 

יִשְׂרָאֵל עֲבָדִים אָמַר לוֹ רַבִּי עֲקִיבָא 
אֶמְשׁוֹל לְ� מָשָׁל לְמָה הַדָּבָר דּוֹמֶה 

לְמֶלֶ� בָּשָׂר וָדָם שֶׁכָּעַס עַל בְּנוֹ וַחֲבָשׁוֹ 
בְּבֵית הָאֲסוּרִין וְצִוָּה עָלָיו שֶׁלּאֹ 

לְהַאֲכִילוֹ וְשֶׁלּאֹ לְהַשְׁקוֹתוֹ וְהָלַ� אָדָם 
אֶחָד וְהֶאֱכִילוֹ וְהִשְׁקָהוּ כְּשֶׁשָּׁמַע הַמֶּלֶ� 

לאֹ דּוֹרוֹן מְשַׁגֵּר לוֹ וַאֲנַן קְרוּיִן בָּנִים 
דִּכְתִיב בָּנִים אַתֶּם לַה׳ אֱ�הֵיכֶם אָמַר לוֹ 

אַתֶּם קְרוּיִם בָּנִים וּקְרוּיִן עֲבָדִים בִּזְמַן 
שֶׁאַתֶּם עוֹשִׂין רְצוֹנוֹ שֶׁל מָקוֹם אַתֶּם 
קְרוּיִן בָּנִים וּבִזְמַן שֶׁאֵין אַתֶּם עוֹשִׂין 
רְצוֹנוֹ שֶׁל מָקוֹם אַתֶּם קְרוּיִן עֲבָדִים 
וְעַכְשָׁיו אֵין אַתֶּם עוֹשִׂים רְצוֹנוֹ שֶׁל 

מָקוֹם אָמַר לוֹ הֲרֵי הוּא אוֹמֵר הֲלאֹ פָרֹס 
לָרָעֵב לַחְמֶ�.

 
 
 
 
 

 It is taught in a baraita: Rabbi Meir 
would say: An opponent may bring 
an argument against you and say to 
you: If your God loves the poor, for 
what reason does He not support them 
Himself? In such a case, say to him: He 
commands us to act as His agents in 
sustaining the poor, so that through 
them we will be credited with the 
performance of mitzvot and therefore be 
saved from the judgment of Gehenna. 
And this is the question that Turnus 
Rufus the wicked asked Rabbi Akiva: 
If your God loves the poor, for what 
reason does He not support them 
Himself? Rabbi Akiva said to him: He 
commands us to sustain the poor, so 
that through them and the charity we 
give them we will be saved from the 
judgment of Gehenna. Turnus Rufus 
said to Rabbi Akiva: On the contrary, 
it is this charity which condemns you, 
the Jewish people, to Gehenna because 
you give it. I will illustrate this to you 
with a parable. To what is this matter 
comparable? It is comparable to a king 
of flesh and blood who was angry 
with his slave and put him in prison 
and ordered that he should not be fed 
or given to drink. And one person 
went ahead and fed him and gave him 
to drink. If the king heard about this, 
would he not be angry with that 
person? And you, after all, are called 
slaves, as it is stated: “For the 
children of Israel are slaves to Me” 
(Leviticus 25:55). If God decreed that a 
certain person should be impoverished, 
one who gives him charity defies the 
will of God. Rabbi Akiva said to 
Turnus Rufus: I will illustrate the 
opposite to you with a different 
parable. To what is this matter 
comparable? 
It is comparable to a king of flesh and 
blood who was angry with his son and 
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put him in prison and ordered that he 
should not be fed or given to drink. 
And one person went ahead and fed 
him and gave him to drink. If the 
king heard about this once his anger 
abated, would he not react by sending 
that person a gift? And we are called 
sons, as it is written: “You are sons of 
the Lord your God” (Deuteronomy 
14:1). Turnus Rufus said to him: You 
are called sons and you are called 
slaves. When you fulfill the will of the 
Omnipresent, you are called sons; 
when you do not fulfill the will of the 
Omnipresent, you are called slaves. 
And since now you do not fulfill the 
will of the Omnipresent, the parable 
that I offered is more apt. Rabbi Akiva 
said to him: The verse states: “Is it not 
to share your bread with the hungry, 
and that you shall bring the poor that 
are cast out to your house?” (Isaiah 
58:7). When do we bring the poor that 
are cast out into our houses? Now, 
when we have to billet the Roman 
soldiers in our homes; and about that 
very time, the verse states: “Is it not to 
share your bread with the hungry?”
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Siddur Ashkenaz, Weekday, Shacharit,
Concluding Prayers, Alenu

.6ו. סידור אשכנז, ימי חול, תפילת
שחרית, סיום תפילה, עלינו

ינוּ לִרְאוֹת  (ב) עַל כֵּן נְקַוֶּה לְ� יְהֹוָה אֱ�הֵֽ
 � לְהַעֲבִיר גִּלּוּלִים  רֶת עֻזֶּֽ מְהֵרָה בְּתִפְאֶֽ

רֶץ וְהָאֱלִילִים כָּרוֹת יִכָּרֵתוּן לְתַקֵּן  מִן הָאָֽ
עוֹלָם בְּמַלְכוּת שַׁדַּי וְכָל בְּנֵי בָשָׂר 

עֵי  י� כָּל רִשְׁ֒ �, לְהַפְנוֹת אֵלֶֽ מֶֽ יִקְרְאוּ בִשְׁ֒
בֵי תֵבֵל כִּי לְ�  עוּ כָּל יוֹשְׁ֒ ירוּ וְיֵדְ֒ רֶץ, יַכִּֽ אָֽ

רֶ� תִּשָּׁבַע כָּל לָשׁוֹן. תִכְרַע כָּל בֶּֽ
 
 

(2) We therefore put our hope in You, 
God our Lord, to soon behold the glory 
of Your might in banishing idolatry 
from the earth, and the false gods will 
be utterly exterminated to 
perfect/establish the world as the 
kingdom of Shaddai.  And all mankind 
will invoke Your Name, to turn back to 
You, all the wicked of the earth. They 
will realize and know, all the inhabitants 
of the world, that to You every knee 
must bend, every tongue must swear 
[allegiance to You]. 

Leviticus 19:9-10 .7ז. ויקרא י״ט:ט׳-י׳
א  ֹ֧ ם ל יר אַרְצְכֶ֔ (ט) וּֽבְקֻצְרְכֶם֙ אֶת־קְצִ֣

א  ֹ֥ ירְ֖� ל קֶט קְצִֽ ר וְלֶ֥ ת שָׂדְ֖� לִקְצֹ֑ ה פְּאַ֥ תְכַלֶּ֛
רֶט  ל וּפֶ֥ א תְעוֹלֵ֔ ֹ֣ ט׃ (י) וְכַרְמְ֙� ל תְלַקֵּֽ

ם  ב אֹתָ֔ י וְלַגֵּר֙ תַּעֲזֹ֣ עָנִ֤ ט לֶֽ א תְלַקֵּ֑ ֹ֣ כַּרְמְ֖� ל
ם׃ י יְהוָ֥ה אֱ�הֵיכֶֽ אֲנִ֖

9) When you reap the harvest of your 
land, you shall not reap all the way to 
the edges of your field, or gather the 
gleanings of your harvest. (10) You shall 
not pick your vineyard bare, or gather 
the fallen fruit of your vineyard; you 
shall leave them for the poor and the 
stranger: I the LORD am your God.

Mishnah Peah 7:3 .8ח. משנה פאה ז׳:ג׳
(ג) אֵיזֶהוּ פֶרֶט, הַנּוֹשֵׁר בִּשְׁעַת הַבְּצִירָה. 

הָיָה בוֹצֵר, עָקַץ אֶת הָאֶשְׁכּוֹל, הֻסְבַּ� 
בֶּעָלִים, נָפַל מִיָּדוֹ לָאָרֶץ וְנִפְרַט, הֲרֵי 

הוּא שֶׁל בַּעַל הַבָּיִת. הַמַּנִּיחַ אֶת הַכַּלְכָּלָה 
תַּחַת הַגֶּפֶן בְּשָׁעָה שֶׁהוּא בוֹצֵר, הֲרֵי זֶה 
גּוֹזֵל אֶת הָעֲנִיִּים, עַל זֶה נֶאֱמַר (משלי 

כב) אַל תַּסֵּג גְּבוּל עוֹלִים: 
 
 
 
 

(3) What is peret? [Grapes] which fall 
down during the harvesting [to which 
the poor are entitled]. . . . 
One who places a basket under the vine 
when he is harvesting [the grapes], 
behold he is a robber of the poor. 
Concerning him it is said: “Do not 
remove the landmark of those that come 
up (olim)” (Proverbs 22:28).
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.sefaria.org/Siddur_Ashkenaz%2C_Weekday%2C_Shacharit%2C_Concluding_Prayers%2C_Alenu
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https://www.sefaria.org/Leviticus.19.9-10
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Tosefta Peah 4:9 .9ט. תוספתא פאה ד׳:ט׳
(ט) אם שהה שם שלשים יום הרי הוא 

כאנשי העיר לקופה ולכיסוי ששה 
חדשים לעניי העיר שנים עשר חודש.

 
 

If one resided in the city 30 days then
one is regarded as a citizen of the city
for [assessments to support] the
communal charity fund (kupah). For the
clothing fund, the residence is six
months. For municipal taxes for
services, 12 months residence.

Sanhedrin 17b .10י. סנהדרין י״ז ב
ותניא כל עיר שאין בה עשרה דברים 

הללו אין תלמיד חכם רשאי לדור 
בתוכה בית דין מכין ועונשין וקופה של 
צדקה נגבית בשנים ומתחלקת בשלשה 

ובית הכנסת ובית המרחץ וביהכ"ס 
רופא ואומן ולבלר ומלמד תינוקות.

 
 
 
 
 
 

And it is taught in a baraita: 
A Torah scholar is not permitted to 
reside in any city that does not have 
these ten things: A court that has the 
authority to flog and punish 
transgressors; and a charity fund for 
which monies are collected by two 
people and distributed by three, as 
required by halakha; and a synagogue; 
and a bathhouse; and a public 
bathroom; a doctor; and a 
bloodletter; and a scribe to write 
sacred scrolls and necessary documents; 
and a ritual slaughterer; and a teacher 
of young children. 

Mishneh Torah, Gifts to the Poor 9:3 .11יא. משנה תורה, הלכות מתנות עניים
ט׳:ג׳

(ג) מֵעוֹלָם לאֹ רָאִינוּ וְלאֹ שָׁמַעְנוּ בְּקָהָל 
מִיִּשְׂרָאֵל שֶׁאֵין לָהֶן קֻפָּה שֶׁל צְדָקָה. אֲבָל 

תַּמְחוּי יֵשׁ מְקוֹמוֹת שֶׁנָּהֲגוּ בּוֹ וְיֵשׁ 
מְקוֹמוֹת שֶׁלּאֹ נָהֲגוּ בּוֹ. וְהַמִּנְהָג הַפָּשׁוּט 
הַיּוֹם שֶׁיִּהְיוּ גַּבָּאֵי הַקֻּפָּה מַחְזִירִין בְּכָל 
יוֹם וּמְחַלְּקִין מֵעֶרֶב שַׁבָּת לְעֶרֶב שַׁבָּת: 

 
 
 
 
 

(3) Never have we seen or heard of a 
Jewish community that does not have a 
kupah [communal fund] for charity, 
but as for a tamchui [communal food 
kitchen], there are places whose custom 
it is to have it and places that do not. 
The widespread custom today is that the 
collectors of the kupah make their 
rounds each day [to collect the 
tzedakah], and they distribute it on each 
Sabbath eve.
 
 
 
 

ל
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Mishneh Torah, Gifts to the Poor 10:1-2 .12יב. משנה תורה, הלכות מתנות עניים
י׳:א׳-ב׳

(א) חַיָּבִין אָנוּ לְהִזָּהֵר בְּמִצְוַת צְדָקָה 
יוֹתֵר מִכָּל מִצְוֹת עֲשֵׂה. שֶׁהַצְּדָקָה סִימָן 

לַצַּדִּיק זֶרַע אַבְרָהָם אָבִינוּ שֶׁנֶּאֱמַר 
(בראשית יח יט) "כִּי יְדַעְתִּיו לְמַעַן אֲשֶׁר 

יְצַוֶּה אֶת בָּנָיו" (בראשית יח יט) "לַעֲשׂוֹת 
צְדָקָה".

(ב) וְכָל מִי שֶׁהוּא אַכְזָרִי וְאֵינוֹ מְרַחֵם 
יֵשׁ לָחוּשׁ לְיַחֲסוֹ. שֶׁאֵין הָאַכְזָרִיּוּת 

מְצוּיָה אֶלָּא בְּעַכּוּ''ם שֶׁנֶּאֱמַר (ירמיה נ מב)
 "אַכְזָרִי הֵמָּה וְלאֹ יְרַחֵמוּ". . . . 

וְאִם לאֹ יְרַחֵם הָאָח עַל הָאָח מִי יְרַחֵם 
עָלָי? וּלְמִי עֲנִיֵּי יִשְׂרָאֵל נוֹשְׂאִין עֵינֵיהֶן? 

הֲלְעַכּוּ''ם שֶׁשּׂוֹנְאִין אוֹתָן וְרוֹדְפִים 
אַחֲרֵיהֶן? הָא אֵין עֵינֵיהֶן תְּלוּיוֹת אֶלָּא 

לַאֲחֵיהֶן: 
 
 

(1) We must be especially careful to 
observe the mitzvah of tzedakah, more 
so than any other positive mitzvah, for 
tzedakah is a sign of the righteous 
lineage of Abraham, our father, as it is 
said (Genesis 18:19): For I have singled 
him out, that he may instruct his 
children and his posterity [to keep the 
way of the LORD] by doing what is just 
[tzedakah].
(2) And if someone is cruel and without 
compassion, then his lineage is suspect, 
for cruelty is only found among the 
idolatrous nations, as it is said (Jer. 
50:42): They are cruel, they show no 
mercy. . . . And if a brother does not 
show compassion for another brother, 
then who will have compassion for 
him? And to whom can the poor of 
Israel look? To the idolatrous nations 
that hate them and pursue them? They 
can only look to rely upon their 
brothers.

Mishneh Torah, Gifts to the Poor 7:7 .13יג. משנה תורה, הלכות מתנות עניים ז׳:ז׳
(ז) מְפַרְנְסִין וּמְכַסִּין עֲנִיֵּי עַכּוּ''ם עִם עֲנִיֵּי 

יִשְׂרָאֵל מִפְּנֵי דַּרְכֵי שָׁלוֹם. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(7) They provide for and clothe the poor 
of Gentiles along with the poor of Israel 
for the sake of peaceful relations.
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Mishneh Torah, Gifts to the Poor 10:7-14 .14יד. משנה תורה, הלכות מתנות עניים
י׳:ז׳-י״ד

(ז) שְׁמוֹנֶה מַעֲלוֹת יֵשׁ בַּצְּדָקָה זוֹ לְמַעְלָה 
מִזּוֹ.

(i) מַעֲלָה גְּדוֹלָה שֶׁאֵין לְמַעְלָה מִמֶּנָּה זֶה 
הַמַּחֲזִיק בְּיַד יִשְׂרָאֵל שֶׁמָּ� וְנוֹתֵן לוֹ 

מַתָּנָה אוֹ הַלְוָאָה אוֹ עוֹשֶׂה עִמּוֹ שֻׁתָּפוּת 
אוֹ מַמְצִיא לוֹ מְלָאכָה כְּדֵי לְחַזֵּק אֶת יָדוֹ 

עַד שֶׁלּאֹ יִצְטָרֵ� לַבְּרִיּוֹת לִשְׁאל. 
(ח) (ii) פָּחוֹת מִזֶּה הַנּוֹתֵן צְדָקָה לָעֲנִיִּים 

וְלאֹ יָדַע לְמִי נָתַן וְלאֹ יָדַע הֶעָנִי מִמִּי
לָקַח. . . . וְקָרוֹב לָזֶה הַנּוֹתֵן לְתוֹ� קֻפָּה 
שֶׁל צְדָקָה. וְלאֹ יִתֵּן אָדָם לְתוֹ� קֻפָּה שֶׁל 
צְדָקָה אֶלָּא אִם כֵּן יוֹדֵעַ שֶׁהַמְמֻנֶּה נֶאֱמָן 

וְחָכָם וְיוֹדֵעַ לְהַנְהִיג כַּשּׁוּרָה. . . . 
(ט) (iii) פָּחוֹת מִזֶּה שֶׁיֵּדַע הַנּוֹתֵן לְמִי יִתֵּן 

וְלאֹ יֵדַע הֶעָנִי מִמִּי לָקַח. . . . 
(י) (iv) פָּחוֹת מִזֶּה שֶׁיֵּדַע הֶעָנִי מִמִּי נָטַל 

וְלאֹ יֵדַע הַנּוֹתֵן. . . . 
(יא) (v) פָּחוֹת מִזֶּה שֶׁיִּתֵּן לוֹ בְּיָדוֹ קֹדֶם 

שֶׁיִּשְׁאַל. 
(יב) (vi) פָּחוֹת מִזֶּה שֶׁיִּתֵּן לוֹ אַחַר 

שֶׁיִּשְׁאַל. 
(יג) (vii) פָּחוֹת מִזֶּה שֶׁיִּתֵּן לוֹ פָּחוֹת מִן 

הָרָאוּי בְּסֵבֶר פָּנִים יָפוֹת. 
(יד) (viii) פָּחוֹת מִזֶּה שֶׁיִּתֵּן לוֹ בְּעֶצֶב: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(7) There are eight levels of tzedakah, 
each one greater than the other. 
(i) The greatest level, higher than all the 
rest, is to fortify a fellow Jew and give 
him a gift, a loan, form with him a 
partnership, or find work for him, until 
he is strong enough so that he does not 
need to ask others [for sustenance]. 
(8) (ii) One level lower than this is one 
who gives tzedakah to the poor and 
does not know to whom he gives, and 
the poor person does not know from 
whom he receives. . . . Very close to this 
is one who gives to the kupah of 
tzedakah, but one should not contribute 
to the kupah of tzedakah unless one is 
certain that the 
one who counts it is trustworthy and 
wise and behaves competently. . . .
(9) (iii) One level lower is one who 
gives tzedakah and the giver knows to 
whom he gives but the poor person does 
not know from whom he takes. . . . 
(10) (iv) One level lower is when the 
poor person knows from whom he takes 
but the giver does not know to whom he 
gives. . . . 
(11) (v) One level lower is to give to him 
with one's own hand before he can ask. 
(12) (vi) One level lower is to give to 
him after he has asked.
(13) (vii) One level lower is to give him 
less than one should but with kindness.
(14) (viii) One level lower is to give to 
him begrudgingly.
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Responsum of Rabbi Solomon ibn Aderet (Rashba) (Spain 13th century)
 
Question:  May the court obligate the community to do tzedakah as a tax or
[only]  as a voluntary gift (nedava) as it says [regarding donations for building
the Tabernacle]: ". . . as one's heart volunteers" (Exodus 25:2)?
Response:  Not all communities are alike on this question.  Some collect
voluntary gifts and some exact a tax.  It is still an [unsettled] halakhic debate. But
the law is to my mind that each and everyone must give according to their ability,
for all are obligated to support the poor and that obligation is in accordance with
one's wealth from which we support the poor.

.15טו.

Shulchan Arukh, Yoreh De'ah 247:1 .16טז. יורה דעה רמ״ז:א׳
(א) מצות עשה ליתן צדקה כפי השגת 

יד וכמה פעמים נצטוינו בה במצות 
עשה ויש לא תעשה במעלים עיניו 

ממנה שנאמר לא תאמץ את לבבך ולא 
תקפוץ את ידך וכל המעלים עיניו 

ממנה נקרא בליעל וכאילו עובד 
אלילים ומאד יש ליזהר בה כי אפשר 

שיבא לידי שפיכות דמים שימות העני 
המבקש אם לא יתן

 לו מיד.
 
 
 

(1) It is a positive biblical command to 
give charity according to one's means. 
There are numerous positive commands 
as to charity; and also a negative 
command not to close one's eyes to 
charity, for it is written (Deut. 15:7): 
"Thou shalt not harden thy heart nor 
shut thy hand [from thy poor brother]." 
And he who closes his eyes to it is 
called "wicked" and is regarded as if he 
worships idols. One should take great 
heed in giving alms that he be not the 
cause of bloodshed, for the poor man in 
need may die before help reaches him if 
it is not offered quickly.

Rabbi Samson Raphael Hirsch,
Horeb: Essays on the Duties of the Jewish People in the Diaspora #570 (1838)
 
Why should God give you more than you need unless He intended to make you
the administrator of this blessing for the benefit of others, the treasurer of His
treasures?  Every penny you can spare is not yours, but should become a tool for
bringing blessings to others - and would you close your hand on something that
is not yours? That is why our Sages prefer to give the beautiful name of tzedakah
to this act of charity by means of material goods. For tzedakah is the justice
which gives to every creature that which God allots to it; and if tzedakah, as
practiced by God, means His tender justice which metes out to each human being
not what he deserves but what he is capable of bearing, then for the human being
it is that tender justice, God's love, and not another man's right against you,
which entitles him to his claim on you.

.17יז.
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Leviticus 19:13 .18יח. ויקרא י״ט:י״ג
ל  א תִגְזֹ֑ ֹ֣ עֲ֖� וְל ק אֶת־רֵֽ א־תַעֲשֹׁ֥ ֹֽ (יג) ל

קֶר׃ יר אִתְּ֖� עַד־בֹּֽ ת שָׂכִ֛ ין פְּעֻלַּ֥ א־תָלִ֞ ֹֽ ל
(13) You shall not defraud your fellow. 
You shall not commit robbery. The 
wages of a laborer shall not remain with 
you until morning.

Deuteronomy 24:14-15 .19יט. דברים כ״ד:י״ד-ט״ו
י�  י וְאֶבְי֑וֹן מֵאַחֶ֕ יר עָנִ֣ ק שָׂכִ֖ (יד) לאֹ־תַעֲשֹׁ֥

י�׃ (טו)  ר בְּאַרְצְ֖� בִּשְׁעָרֶֽ א֧וֹ מִגֵּרְ֛� אֲשֶׁ֥
יו  לאֹ־תָב֧וֹא עָלָ֣ ן שְׂכָר֜וֹ וְֽ בְּיוֹמוֹ֩ תִתֵּ֨

א  יו ה֥וּא נֹשֵׂ֖ י עָנִי֙ ה֔וּא וְאֵלָ֕ מֶשׁ כִּ֤ הַשֶּׁ֗
ה  י֙� אֶל־יְהוָ֔ א עָלֶ֨ א־יִקְרָ֤ ֹֽ אֶת־נַפְשׁ֑וֹ וְל

טְא׃  וְהָיָה֥ בְ֖� חֵֽ
 
 

(14) You shall not abuse a needy and 
destitute laborer, whether a fellow 
countryman or a stranger in one of the 
communities of your land. (15) You 
must pay him his wages on the same 
day, before the sun sets, for he is needy 
and urgently depends on it; else he will 
cry to the LORD against you and you 
will incur guilt.

Bava Kamma 116b .20כ. בבא קמא קט״ז ב
אמר רב פועל יכול לחזור בו אפילו 

בחצי היום וכמה דלא הדר ביה 
כברשותיה דבעל הבית דמי וכי הדר 

ביה טעמא אחרינא הוא דכתיב (ויקרא 
כה, נה) כי לי בני ישראל עבדים ולא 

עבדים לעבדים.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Rav says: A laborer may retract his 
commitment to his employer even in 
the middle of the day. The Gemara 
explains: As long as he did not retract 
his commitment, he is considered to be 
under the jurisdiction of the employer, 
so that anything he saves automatically 
belongs to the employer. And when he 
retracts his commitment, it is for a 
different reason that he is able to do so, 
as it is written: “For unto Me the 
children of Israel are servants” 
(Leviticus 25:55), indicating that Jews 
are servants of God, but not servants 
of servants, i.e., of other Jews. 
Consequently, it is permitted for a 
laborer to conclude his term of 
employment whenever he wants. 
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Mishneh Torah, Hiring 9:4 .21כא. משנה תורה, הלכות שכירות ט׳:ד׳
 אִם הִתְחִיל הַפּוֹעֵל בַּמְּלָאכָה וְחָזַר בּוֹ 

אֲפִלּוּ בַּחֲצִי הַיּוֹם חוֹזֵר שֶׁנֶּאֱמַר (ויקרא כה 
נה) "כִּי לִי בְנֵי יִשְׂרָאֵל עֲבָדִים" וְלאֹ 
עֲבָדִים לַעֲבָדִים. . . .  בַּמֶּה דְּבָרִים 

אֲמוּרִים? בְּדָבָר שֶׁאֵינוֹ אָבוּד אֲבָל בְּדָבָר 
הָאָבוּד כְּגוֹן פִּשְׁתָּנוֹ לְהַעֲלוֹת מִן הַמִּשְׁרָה 
אוֹ שֶׁשָּׂכַר חֲמוֹר לְהָבִיא חֲלִילִין לְמֵת אוֹ 

לְכַלָּה וְכַיּוֹצֵא בָּהֶן אֶחָד פּוֹעֵל וְאֶחָד 
קַבְּלָן אֵינוֹ יָכוֹל לַחְזֹר בּוֹ אֶלָּא אִם כֵּן 

נֶאֱנַס כְּגוֹן שֶׁחָלָה אוֹ שָׁמַע שֶׁמֵּת לוֹ מֵת.
 
 

A worker may quit his work even in the 
middle of the day. This is derived from 
Leviticus 25:55: "The children of Israel 
are servants to Me" - i.e., to Me alone. 
They are not servants to servants. . . .  
When does the above apply? 
With regard to work that does not 
involve an immediate loss. If, however, 
the work involves an immediate loss - 
e.g., he hired the workers to remove flax 
from the vat, or he hired a donkey to 
bring flutes for a funeral or for a 
wedding or the like - neither a worker 
nor a contractor may retract unless he is 
held back by forces beyond his control - 
e.g., he became ill or a close relative 
died. 

Mishneh Torah, Hiring 13:7 .22כב. משנה תורה, הלכות שכירות י״ג:ז׳
(ז) כְּדֶרֶ� שֶׁמֻּזְהָר בַּעַל הַבַּיִת שֶׁלּאֹ יִגְזל 

שְׂכַר עָנִי וְלאֹ יְעַכְּבֶנּוּ כָּ� הֶעָנִי מֻזְהָר 
שֶׁלּאֹ יִגְזל מְלֶאכֶת בַּעַל הַבַּיִת וְיִבָּטֵל 

מְעַט בְּכָאן וּמְעַט בְּכָאן וּמוֹצִיא כָּל הַיּוֹם 
בְּמִרְמָה אֶלָּא חַיָּב לְדַקְדֵּק עַל עַצְמוֹ בַּזְּמַן 

שֶׁהֲרֵי הִקְפִּידוּ עַל בְּרָכָה רְבִיעִית שֶׁל 
בִּרְכַּת הַמָּזוֹן שֶׁלּאֹ יְבָרֵ� אוֹתָהּ. וְכֵן חַיָּב 
לַעֲבֹד בְּכָל כֹּחוֹ שֶׁהֲרֵי יַעֲקֹב הַצַּדִּיק אָמַר 

כִּי בְּכָל כֹּחִי עָבַדְתִּי אֶת אֲבִיכֶן. לְפִיכָ� 
נָטַל שְׂכַר זאֹת אַף בָּעוֹלָם הַזֶּה שֶׁנֶּאֱמַר 

(בראשית ל מג) "וַיִּפְרֹץ הָאִישׁ מְאֹד 
מְאֹד":

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(7) Just as the employer is warned 
against robbing the wage of the poor 
workman, and against delaying it, so is 
the poor workman warned against 
robbing the employer by idling away his 
time on the job, a little here and a little 
there, thus wasting the entire day 
deceitfully. He must be scrupulous 
throughout the time of work. For this 
reason, the rabbis specified that workers 
do not need to recite the fourth blessing 
of Birkat HaMazon [grace after meals]. 
Similarly, he is required to work to the 
best of his ability, as Jacob the righteous 
one said: "I have served your father 
with all my strength" (Genesis 31:6). 
For this reason, Jacob was rewarded 
even in this world, as it is written: "The 
man became exceedingly rich" (Genesis 
30:43).
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Deuteronomy 6:18 .23כג. דברים ו׳:י״ח
ר וְהַטּ֖וֹב בְּעֵינֵ֣י יְהוָ֑ה  יתָ הַיָּשָׁ֥ (יח) וְעָשִׂ֛

רֶץ   רַשְׁתָּ֙ אֶת־הָאָ֣ אתָ וְיָֽ � וּבָ֗ יטַב לָ֔ עַן֙ יִ֣ לְמַ֙
י�׃ ע יְהוָ֖ה לַאֲבֹתֶֽ ה אֲשֶׁר־נִשְׁבַּ֥ הַטֹּבָ֔

 

(18) Do what is right and good in the 
sight of the LORD, that it may go well 
with you and that you may be able to 
possess the good land that the LORD 
your God promised on oath to your 
fathers.

Ramban on Deuteronomy 6:18 .24כד. רמב"ן על דברים ו׳:י״ח
(א) ועשית הישר והטוב בעיני ה'

 אמרו זו פשרה ולפנים משורת הדין 
וזה ענין גדול לפי שאי אפשר להזכיר 

בתורה כל הנהגות האדם עם שכניו 
ורעיו וכל משאו ומתנו ותקוני הישוב 

והמדינות כלם אבל אחרי שהזכיר מהם 
הרבה . . . חזר לומר בדרך כלל 

שיעשה הטוב הישר בכל דבר עד 
שיכנס בזה הפשרה ולפנים משורת 
הדין עד שיקרא בכל ענין תם וישר:

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(1) AND THOU SHALT DO THAT 
WHICH IS RIGHT AND GOOD IN 
THE SIGHT OF THE ETERNAL. 
Our Rabbis have said: “[That which is 
right and good] refers to a compromise 
and going beyond the requirements of 
the letter of the law.”  Now this is a 
great principle, for it is impossible to 
mention in the Torah all aspects of 
man’s conduct with his neighbors and 
friends, and all his various transactions, 
and the ordinances of all societies and 
countries. But since God mentioned 
many of them, . . . He reverted to state 
in a general way that, in all matters, one 
should do what is good and right, 
including even compromise and going 
beyond the requirements of the law. 
Thus [a person must seek to refine his 
behavior] in every form of activity, until 
he is worthy of being called “good and 
upright.”
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Bava Metzia 24b .25כה. בבא מציעא כ״ד ב
רב יהודה הוה שקיל ואזיל בתריה דמר 
שמואל בשוקא דבי דיסא א"ל מצא כאן 
ארנקי מהו אמר ליה הרי אלו שלו בא 

ישראל ונתן בה סימן מהו א"ל חייב 
להחזיר תרתי אמר ליה לפנים משורת 

הדין.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rav Yehuda was moving along 
behind Mar Shmuel in the market 
where pounded grain was sold. Rav 
Yehuda said to Shmuel: If one found a 
purse here, what is the halakha? 
Shmuel said to him that the halakha is 
as the mishna states: These belong to 
him. Rav Yehuda asked him: If a Jew 
came and provided a distinguishing 
mark to describe it, what is the 
halakha? Shmuel said to him: The 
finder is obligated to return it. Rav 
Yehuda asked: These are two 
contradictory rulings. Shmuel said to 
him: By law, it belongs to him. When I 
said the finder is obligated to return it if 
he learns the identity of the owner, that 
was beyond the letter of the law. 

Bava Metzia 30b .26כו. בבא מציעא ל׳ ב
 אמר ר' יוחנן לא חרבה ירושלים אלא 

על שדנו בה דין תורה אלא דיני 
דמגיזתא לדיינו אלא אימא שהעמידו 
דיניהם על דין תורה ולא עבדו לפנים 

משורת הדין.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Rabbi Yoḥanan said: Jerusalem was 
destroyed only for the fact that they 
adjudicated cases purely on the basis 
of Torah law. The Gemara asks: 
Rather, what else should they have 
done? Should they rather have 
adjudicated cases on the basis of 
arbitrary decisions? Rather, say: That 
they established their rulings strictly on 
the basis of Torah law and did not go 
beyond the letter of the law.
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Ramban on Leviticus 19:2 .27כז. רמב"ן על ויקרא י״ט:ב׳
 התורה הזהירה בעריות ובמאכלים 

האסורים והתירה הביאה איש באשתו 
ואכילת הבשר והיין א"כ ימצא בעל 

התאוה מקום להיות שטוף בזמת אשתו 
או נשיו הרבות ולהיות בסובאי יין 

בזוללי בשר למו וידבר כרצונו בכל 
הנבלות שלא הוזכר איסור זה בתורה 

והנה יהיה נבל ברשות התורה. 
לפיכך בא הכתוב אחרי שפרט 

 האיסורים שאסר אותם לגמרי וצוה 
בדבר כללי שנהיה פרושים מן 

המותרות.
 
 
 
 
 

 [Commenting on "You shall be holy"]: 
The Torah has admonished us against 
immorality and forbidden foods, but 
permitted sexual intercourse between 
man and his wife, and the eating of 
[certain] meat and wine. If so, a man of 
desire could consider this to be a 
permission to be passionately addicted 
to sexual intercourse with his wife or 
many wives, and be among 
winebibbers, among gluttonous eaters 
of flesh (Proverbs 23:20) and speak 
freely all profanities, since this 
prohibition has not been [expressly] 
mentioned in the Torah, and thus he will 
become a scoundrel within the 
permissible bounds of the Torah! 
Therefore, after having listed the 
matters which He prohibited altogether, 
Scripture followed them up by a general 
command that we practice moderation 
even in matters which are permitted.

Pirkei Avot 2:16 .28כח. משנה אבות ב׳:ט״ז
(טז) הוּא הָיָה אוֹמֵר, לאֹ עָלֶי� הַמְּלָאכָה 
לִגְמֹר, וְלאֹ אַתָּה בֶן חוֹרִין לִבָּטֵל מִמֶּנָּה. 
אִם לָמַדְתָּ תוֹרָה הַרְבֵּה, נוֹתְנִים לְ� שָׂכָר 

הַרְבֵּה. וְנֶאֱמָן הוּא בַעַל מְלַאכְתְּ� 
שֶׁיְּשַׁלֵּם לְ� שְׂכַר פְּעֻלָּתֶ�. וְדַע מַתַּן 

שְׂכָרָן שֶׁל צַדִּיקִים לֶעָתִיד לָבאֹ:  

(16) He [Rabbi Tarfon] used to say: It is 
not your duty to finish the work, but 
neither are you at liberty to neglect it; If 
you have studied much Torah, you shall 
be given much reward. Faithful is your 
employer to pay you the reward of your 
labor; And know that the grant of 
reward unto the righteous is in the age 
to come.
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