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1. Deuteronomy 21:10-14

(10) When you take the field against
your enemies, and the LORD your God
delivers them into your power and you
take some of them captive, (11) and you
see among the captives a beautiful
woman and you desire her and would
take her to wife, (12) you shall bring her
into your house, and she shall trim her
hair, pare her nails, (13) and discard her
captive’s garb. She shall spend a
month’s time in your house lamenting
her father and mother; after that you
may come to her and possess her, and
she shall be your wife. (14) Then, should
you no longer want her, you must
release her outright. You must not sell
her for money: since you had your will
of her, you must not enslave her.
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3.

4.

judicially administered.

Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel (January 1963)

Most of us are content to delegate the problem to the courts as if justice were a
matter for professionals or specialists. But to do justice is what God demands of
every man: it is the supreme commandment, and one that cannot be fulfilled
vicariously. Righteousness must dwell not only in the places where justice is

Pirkei Avot 1:2

(2) Shimon the Righteous was one of the
last of the men of the great assembly.
He used to say: the world stands upon
three things: the Torah, the [Temple]
service, and the practice of acts of piety.
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There was another incident involving
one gentile who came before
Shammai and said to Shammai:
Convert me on condition that you
teach me the entire Torah while I am
standing on one foot. Shammai pushed
him away with the builder’s cubit in
his hand. This was a common
measuring stick and Shammai was a
builder by trade. The same gentile came
before Hillel. He converted him and
said to him: That which is hateful to
you do not do to another; that is the
entire Torah, and the rest is its
interpretation. Go study.
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Bava Batra 10a
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It is taught in a baraita: Rabbi Meir
would say: An opponent may bring
an argument against you and say to
you: If your God loves the poor, for
what reason does He not support them
Himself? In such a case, say to him: He
commands us to act as His agents in
sustaining the poor, so that through
them we will be credited with the
performance of mitzvot and therefore be
saved from the judgment of Gehenna.
And this is the question that Turnus
Rufus the wicked asked Rabbi Akiva:
If your God loves the poor, for what
reason does He not support them
Himself? Rabbi Akiva said to him: He
commands us to sustain the poor, so
that through them and the charity we
give them we will be saved from the
judgment of Gehenna. Turnus Rufus
said to Rabbi Akiva: On the contrary,
it is this charity which condemns you,
the Jewish people, to Gehenna because
you give it. I will illustrate this to you
with a parable. To what is this matter
comparable? It is comparable to a king
of flesh and blood who was angry
with his slave and put him in prison
and ordered that he should not be fed
or given to drink. And one person
went ahead and fed him and gave him
to drink. If the king heard about this,
would he not be angry with that
person? And you, after all, are called
slaves, as it is stated: “For the
children of Israel are slaves to Me”
(Leviticus 25:55). If God decreed that a
certain person should be impoverished,
one who gives him charity defies the
will of God. Rabbi Akiva said to
Turnus Rufus: I will illustrate the
opposite to you with a different
parable. To what is this matter
comparable?

It is comparable to a king of flesh and

blood who was angry with his son and
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put him in prison and ordered that he
should not be fed or given to drink.
And one person went ahead and fed
him and gave him to drink. If the
king heard about this once his anger
abated, would he not react by sending
that person a gift? And we are called
sons, as it is written: “You are sons of
the Lord your God” (Deuteronomy
14:1). Turnus Rufus said to him: You
are called sons and you are called
slaves. When you fulfill the will of the
Omnipresent, you are called sons;
when you do not fulfill the will of the
Omnipresent, you are called slaves.
And since now you do not fulfill the
will of the Omnipresent, the parable
that I offered is more apt. Rabbi Akiva
said to him: The verse states: “Is it not
to share your bread with the hungry,
and that you shall bring the poor that
are cast out to your house?” (Isaiah
58:7). When do we bring the poor that
are cast out into our houses? Now,
when we have to billet the Roman
soldiers in our homes; and about that
very time, the verse states: “Is it not to
share your bread with the hungry?”

https://www.sefaria.org/sheets/315247?editor=1

Congregation Or Zarua April 2021//lyyar 5781 "Righteousness Like a Mighty Stream": Social Justice as Divine Imperative Session 2: Am...

4/14



4/24/2021

Congregation Or Zarua April 2021//lyyar 5781 "Righteousness Like a Mighty Stream": Social Justice as Divine Imperative Session 2: Am...

6.

7.

8.

Siddur Ashkenaz, Weekday, Shacharit,
Concluding Prayers, Alenu

(2) We therefore put our hope in You,
God our Lord, to soon behold the glory
of Your might in banishing idolatry
from the earth, and the false gods will
be utterly exterminated to
perfect/establish the world as the
kingdom of Shaddai. And all mankind
will invoke Your Name, to turn back to
You, all the wicked of the earth. They
will realize and know, all the inhabitants
of the world, that to You every knee
must bend, every tongue must swear
[allegiance to Youl].

n95n 93 90 TIDWR 70
NBY 99BN 2P0 AN

NIRY? TR A TP 703 12 79 (3)
D193 2Ya7 7Y NIRON2 A7
RN 1IN0 NIN2 070K TING 12
3 733 921 °TW MdyR3 obiy
w7 92 TR NioaY ,anda W
77 72 220 229 22 w1722 P
W2 92 vayn 773 22 von

Leviticus 19:9-10

9) When you reap the harvest of your
land, you shall not reap all the way to
the edges of your field, or gather the
gleanings of your harvest. (10) You shall
not pick your vineyard bare, or gather
the fallen fruit of your vineyard; you
shall leave them for the poor and the
stranger: I the LORD am your God.
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Mishnah Peah 7:3

FAUT IND Tawn

(3) What is peret? [Grapes] which fall
down during the harvesting [to which
the poor are entitled]. . . .

One who places a basket under the vine
when he is harvesting [the grapes],
behold he is a robber of the poor.
Concerning him it is said: “Do not
remove the landmark of those that come
up (olim)” (Proverbs 22:28).
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Tosefta Peah 4:9
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If one resided in the city 30 days then
one is regarded as a citizen of the city
for [assessments to support] the
communal charity fund (kupah). For the
clothing fund, the residence is six
months. For municipal taxes for
services, 12 months residence.
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Sanhedrin 17b
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And it is taught in a baraita:

A Torah scholar is not permitted to
reside in any city that does not have
these ten things: A court that has the
authority to flog and punish
transgressors; and a charity fund for
which monies are collected by two
people and distributed by three, as
required by halakha; and a synagogue;
and a bathhouse; and a public
bathroom; a doctor; and a
bloodletter; and a scribe to write
sacred scrolls and necessary documents;
and a ritual slaughterer; and a teacher
of young children.

Mishneh Torah, Gifts to the Poor 9:3
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(3) Never have we seen or heard of a
Jewish community that does not have a
kupah [communal fund] for charity,

but as for a tamchui [communal food
kitchen], there are places whose custom
it is to have it and places that do not.
The widespread custom today is that the
collectors of the kupah make their
rounds each day [to collect the
tzedakah), and they distribute it on each
Sabbath eve.

29IY NINKR NS TN TR
P HA

DR2 NYnY X9 1K XY 0ivn (3)
23X 7RTE 2V 2R 177 TRV 2RI
UM 92 133 ninipn W2 mnn
VYT A73) .32 g3 XY ninipn
223 PYIR T9RD X33 PV 0D
N3V 2W? NIV 2yn TR7I o

https://www.sefaria.org/sheets/315247?editor=1

.0

5

X

Congregation Or Zarua April 2021//lyyar 5781 "Righteousness Like a Mighty Stream": Social Justice as Divine Imperative Session 2: Am...

6/14


https://www.sefaria.org/Tosefta_Peah.4.9
https://www.sefaria.org/Tosefta_Peah.4.9
https://www.sefaria.org/Sanhedrin.17b
https://www.sefaria.org/Sanhedrin.17b
https://www.sefaria.org/Mishneh_Torah%2C_Gifts_to_the_Poor.9.3
https://www.sefaria.org/Mishneh_Torah%2C_Gifts_to_the_Poor.9.3
https://www.sefaria.org/Mishneh_Torah%2C_Gifts_to_the_Poor.10.1-2

4/24/2021

Congregation Or Zarua April 2021//lyyar 5781 "Righteousness Like a Mighty Stream": Social Justice as Divine Imperative Session 2: Am...

12.

13.

Mishneh Torah, Gifts to the Poor 10:1-2

(1) We must be especially careful to
observe the mitzvah of tzedakah, more
so than any other positive mitzvah, for
tzedakah is a sign of the righteous
lineage of Abraham, our father, as it is
said (Genesis 18:19): For I have singled
him out, that he may instruct his
children and his posterity [to keep the
way of the LORD] by doing what is just
[tzedakah].

(2) And if someone is cruel and without
compassion, then his lineage is suspect,
for cruelty is only found among the
idolatrous nations, as it is said (Jer.
50:42): They are cruel, they show no
mercy. . . . And if a brother does not
show compassion for another brother,
then who will have compassion for
him? And to whom can the poor of
Israel look? To the idolatrous nations
that hate them and pursue them? They
can only look to rely upon their
brothers.
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Mishneh Torah, Gifts to the Poor 7:7
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(7) They provide for and clothe the poor
of Gentiles along with the poor of Israel
for the sake of peaceful relations.
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14.

Mishneh Torah, Gifts to the Poor 10:7-14

(7) There are eight levels of tzedakah,
each one greater than the other.

(i) The greatest level, higher than all the
rest, is to fortify a fellow Jew and give
him a gift, a loan, form with him a
partnership, or find work for him, until
he is strong enough so that he does not
need to ask others [for sustenance].

(8) (i1) One level lower than this is one
who gives tzedakah to the poor and
does not know to whom he gives, and
the poor person does not know from
whom he receives. . . . Very close to this
is one who gives to the kupah of
tzedakah, but one should not contribute
to the kupah of tzedakah unless one is
certain that the

one who counts it is trustworthy and
wise and behaves competently. . . .

(9) (iii) One level lower is one who
gives tzedakah and the giver knows to
whom he gives but the poor person does
not know from whom he takes. . . .

(10) (iv) One level lower is when the
poor person knows from whom he takes
but the giver does not know to whom he
gives. . ..

(11) (v) One level lower is to give to him
with one's own hand before he can ask.
(12) (vi) One level lower is to give to
him after he has asked.

(13) (vii) One level lower is to give him
less than one should but with kindness.
(14) (viii) One level lower is to give to
him begrudgingly.
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15.

16.

17.

Responsum of Rabbi Solomon ibn Aderet (Rashba) (Spain 13th century)

Question: May the court obligate the community to do tzedakah as a tax or
[only] as a voluntary gift (nedava) as it says [regarding donations for building
the Tabernacle]: ". . . as one's heart volunteers" (Exodus 25:2)?

Response: Not all communities are alike on this question. Some collect
voluntary gifts and some exact a tax. It is still an [unsettled] halakhic debate. But
the law is to my mind that each and everyone must give according to their ability,
for all are obligated to support the poor and that obligation is in accordance with
one's wealth from which we support the poor.

Shulchan Arukh, Yoreh De'ah 247:1 IR\ AYT A9

(1) It is a positive biblical command to nawn 993 P ]nsb WY NN (X)
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as to charity; and also a negative
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called "wicked" and is regarded as if he YT MDY 2°NT NIDOW ST KW
worsl?ips.id.ols. One should take great m X5 OX wpana
heed in giving alms that he be not the
cause of bloodshed, for the poor man in

need may die before help reaches him if
it is not offered quickly.

RuaRY

Rabbi Samson Raphael Hirsch,
Horeb: Essays on the Duties of the Jewish People in the Diaspora #570 (1838)

Why should God give you more than you need unless He intended to make you
the administrator of this blessing for the benefit of others, the treasurer of His
treasures? Every penny you can spare is not yours, but should become a tool for
bringing blessings to others - and would you close your hand on something that
is not yours? That is why our Sages prefer to give the beautiful name of tzedakah
to this act of charity by means of material goods. For tzedakah is the justice
which gives to every creature that which God allots to it; and if zedakah, as
practiced by God, means His tender justice which metes out to each human being
not what he deserves but what he is capable of bearing, then for the human being
it is that tender justice, God's love, and not another man's right against you,
which entitles him to his claim on you.
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18.

19.

20.

Leviticus 19:13

AT RPN

(13) You shall not defraud your fellow.
You shall not commit robbery. The
wages of a laborer shall not remain with
you until morning.
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Deuteronomy 24:14-15

(14) You shall not abuse a needy and
destitute laborer, whether a fellow
countryman or a stranger in one of the
communities of your land. (15) You
must pay him his wages on the same
day, before the sun sets, for he is needy
and urgently depends on it; else he will
cry to the LORD against you and you
will incur guilt.
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Rav says: A laborer may retract his
commitment to his employer even in
the middle of the day. The Gemara
explains: As long as he did not retract
his commitment, he is considered to be
under the jurisdiction of the employer,
so that anything he saves automatically
belongs to the employer. And when he
retracts his commitment, it is for a
different reason that he is able to do so,
as it is written: “For unto Me the
children of Israel are servants”
(Leviticus 25:55), indicating that Jews
are servants of God, but not servants
of servants, i.c., of other Jews.
Consequently, it is permitted for a
laborer to conclude his term of
employment whenever he wants.
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21.

22.

Mishneh Torah, Hiring 9:4

A worker may quit his work even in the
middle of the day. This is derived from
Leviticus 25:55: "The children of Israel
are servants to Me" - i.e., to Me alone.
They are not servants to servants. . . .
When does the above apply?

With regard to work that does not
involve an immediate loss. If, however,
the work involves an immediate loss -
e.g., he hired the workers to remove flax
from the vat, or he hired a donkey to
bring flutes for a funeral or for a
wedding or the like - neither a worker
nor a contractor may retract unless he is
held back by forces beyond his control -
e.g., he became ill or a close relative
died.
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Mishneh Torah, Hiring 13:7

ITIMTY PYIDR NI SN TR

(7) Just as the employer is warned
against robbing the wage of the poor
workman, and against delaying it, so is
the poor workman warned against
robbing the employer by idling away his
time on the job, a little here and a little
there, thus wasting the entire day
deceitfully. He must be scrupulous
throughout the time of work. For this
reason, the rabbis specified that workers
do not need to recite the fourth blessing
of Birkat HaMazon [grace after meals].
Similarly, he is required to work to the
best of his ability, as Jacob the righteous
one said: "I have served your father
with all my strength" (Genesis 31:6).
For this reason, Jacob was rewarded
even in this world, as it is written: "The
man became exceedingly rich" (Genesis
30:43).
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23.

24.

Deuteronomy 6:18

(18) Do what is right and good in the
sight of the LORD, that it may go well
with you and that you may be able to
possess the good land that the LORD
your God promised on oath to your
fathers.
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Ramban on Deuteronomy 6:18
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(1) AND THOU SHALT DO THAT
WHICH IS RIGHT AND GOOD IN
THE SIGHT OF THE ETERNAL.

Our Rabbis have said: “[That which is
right and good] refers to a compromise
and going beyond the requirements of

the letter of the law.” Now this is a
great principle, for it is impossible to
mention in the Torah all aspects of
man’s conduct with his neighbors and
friends, and all his various transactions,
and the ordinances of all societies and
countries. But since God mentioned
many of them, . . . He reverted to state
in a general way that, in all matters, one
should do what is good and right,
including even compromise and going
beyond the requirements of the law.
Thus [a person must seek to refine his
behavior] in every form of activity, until
he is worthy of being called “good and
upright.”
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Bava Metzia 24b
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Rav Yehuda was moving along
behind Mar Shmuel in the market
where pounded grain was sold. Rav
Yehuda said to Shmuel: If one found a
purse here, what is the halakha?
Shmuel said to him that the halakha is
as the mishna states: These belong to
him. Rav Yehuda asked him: If a Jew
came and provided a distinguishing
mark to describe it, what is the
halakha? Shmuel said to him: The
finder is obligated to return it. Rav
Yehuda asked: These are two
contradictory rulings. Shmuel said to
him: By law, it belongs to him. When I
said the finder is obligated to return it if
he learns the identity of the owner, that
was beyond the letter of the law.
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Bava Metzia 30b
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Rabbi Yohanan said: Jerusalem was
destroyed only for the fact that they
adjudicated cases purely on the basis
of Torah law. The Gemara asks:
Rather, what else should they have
done? Should they rather have
adjudicated cases on the basis of
arbitrary decisions? Rather, say: That
they established their rulings strictly on
the basis of Torah law and did not go
beyond the letter of the law.
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Ramban on Leviticus 19:2
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[Commenting on "You shall be holy"]:
The Torah has admonished us against
immorality and forbidden foods, but
permitted sexual intercourse between
man and his wife, and the eating of
[certain] meat and wine. If so, a man of
desire could consider this to be a
permission to be passionately addicted
to sexual intercourse with his wife or
many wives, and be among
winebibbers, among gluttonous eaters
of flesh (Proverbs 23:20) and speak
freely all profanities, since this
prohibition has not been [expressly]
mentioned in the Torah, and thus he will
become a scoundrel within the
permissible bounds of the Torah!
Therefore, after having listed the
matters which He prohibited altogether,
Scripture followed them up by a general
command that we practice moderation
even in matters which are permitted.
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Pirkei Avot 2:16
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(16) He [Rabbi Tarfon] used to say: It is
not your duty to finish the work, but
neither are you at liberty to neglect it; If
you have studied much Torah, you shall
be given much reward. Faithful is your
employer to pay you the reward of your
labor; And know that the grant of
reward unto the righteous is in the age
to come.
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