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0Z Building News

The anticipation is building. And if
you've walked by the site of Or Zarua’s
new home at 127 East 82nd Street you'll
know that the progress of construction
has been steady. Inside, the develop-
ments are even more exciting, as the
spaces that we will use are taking shape
— pipes and ductwork crisscross the
ceilings, balconies are in place in the
sanctuary,
and offices,
classrooms,
library and
other spaces
are delineated
with  metal
framing.
Within the
next month
limestone and
glass will
transform the

facade into a thing of beauty. We have
seen and sat in a mock up of our sanc-
tuary pews. Of course the question on
all our minds is: When will the building
open? When will we be able to start tak-
ing advantage of all that we’ve worked
so hard for over the past several years?
As we've learned, construction is not an
exact science, so the closest we can say
right now is "this summer". Whenever it
is, we will be ready to celebrate!

In order to share the excitement of the
construction process with the congrega-
tion, we plan to offer tours of the build-
ing later this spring. Dates and times
will be mailed to members when they
are set. In the meantime, we ask that
you please refrain from entering the
construction site, as there are many
areas that remain unsafe.

OZ students participate at the Zimriya (Manbattan songfest).



Editor’s Note

Youth Services

The OZ Bulletin welcomes articles
submitted by congregants. Articles
should be no longer than 250 words
and may be edited for length and
clarity. They should be submitted by
e-mail (as an attachment and pasted
into the text as well) to the office
at:admin@orzarua.org.

In order to be included in the
July/August edition, submissions
must be received by Friday, May
25th. The deadline for the
September/October issue will be late
in August and provided in the
July/August edition.

Many thanks for your help in
enabling our newsletter to appear in a
timely fashion.

Two Or Zarua Youth (OZY>=,
Services, one for children ag g
- infant thtough 6 (chﬂdren 3 years _
-old and younger must be _accompa-

Hesed Happenings

Ronald McDonald House: On
Tuesday, May 22, Or Zarua will host
Israeli Night at the Ronald McDonald

House, a residence for children with
cancer who are in treatment at local
hospitals. A wonderful facility located at
405 E. 73rd Street, the House provides a
warm environment for these kids and
their families for as long as they need, at
a subsidized rate, Volunteers frequently
help out by providing meals and recre-
ation for the families. As the event is a
celebration of Yom Yerushalayim, we
will provide a falafel dinner buffet,
Israeli folk dancing and songs organized
by congregation members. Although
space is limited at the event, the Hesed
Committee needs volunteers to help! In
particular, we are inviting you to donate
a kosher dessert for the evening-just

drop it off at the House by 6:00 p.m. on
May 22. This evening was a great suc-
cess last year, so help us ensure the
same for this year. (Please return sign
up form on page 6 by May 15.)

Purim Donation Drive: Or Zarua’s
second annual Purim Food Donation
Drive resulted in the donation of six
boxes of nonperishable food items to
the Yorkville Common Pantry, a non-
profit agency serving our community’s
needy. Several enthusiastic children
from Or Zarua's Hebrew School helped
with the drive, handling the donations,
and packing and taping the boxes.
Antwork from the school also decorated
the boxes and area surrounding the
boxes. Our thanks to all the food
donors! Due to the efforts of Dick
Stadin, Mina Greenstein and David Pine,

beautiful new tzedakah -containers
graced the tables at Or Zarua’s Purim
services and spiel, and they were quick-
ly filled with almost $460 in donations.
Or Zarua forwarded the funds to the
Metropolitan Council on Jewish Poverty
to support their efforts to assist low-
income Jewish residents of New York

City.

Next meeting: The Hesed Committee
will meet next on June 7 to plan Hesed
events for Fall 2001 and Winter 2002.
Please join us—we need your input!
Any questions or suggestions, call Lesley
Palmer at 212-772-9673, or email her at
lpalmer2@ix.netcom.com.

{

Please also consider supporting Or‘
Zarua's Hesed activities through a dona-
tion to the Hesed Fund.




¢

~.Did you know that City Harvest recovers

cosher perishable food and delivers it
through the Metropolitan Council on
Jewish Poverty to Jewish people in Need?

The City Harvest Kosher Initiative, in
partnership with the New York
Metropolitan Coordinating Council on
Jewish Poverty, The Nash Family
Foundation and Kraft Foods, with assis-
tance from the UFA-Federation provides
food to hungry men, women and

children who observe kashrut. Using
refrigerated trucks, City Harvest can
pick up any excess food from your
caterer after your party is over and
transport it to people who need it with-
in a matter of hours.

The process is quick and begins with
your phone call to City Harvest.
Volunteers are available from the
Metropolitan Council to assist your
caterer with packing the food for pick-

up. Contact Wendy Liederman at the
Metropolitan Council (718-743-0575 ext.
125) for information on obtaining
volunteers.

Why not plan on ensuring that your
caterer remembers City Harvest the next
time you plan an affair? It's a beautiful
way to allow more people to share in
the happiness! For more information,
call Rabbi Mayer Mayerfield at City
Harvest, 917- 351-8700.

Isra e I ) N Ove m b e r 2000 By Maurice Preter

_Ed:tors Note. a member of OZ wrote tbe

The French pﬂot and the French

The two men who detonated the car_




Annual Meeting

Book Club

Near and Far

Monday, May 21 :
Templc Israel (1‘12 East 75th Strect)

as well.

Please call the office for the
date and location of the next
meeting. Announcements
will be made regarding the
date and the book to be dis-
cussed at Shabbat services

IS ra e I continied

ago. She lives in Gilo. When she returns home at night,
she has to park her car at the outskirts of the neigh-
borhood, then walk quietly along the walls of her
street to her apartment, which is now limited to the liv-
ing room. The Army considers it too dangerous for the
inhabitants of her building to use the front window
rooms because of the Palestinian snipers across. Not
much has been done to prevent these sniper shootings
for fear of upsetting Western media. Shlomzion
HaMalka Street in Jerusalem’s center is deserted on this
Friday morning for fear of a bombing attack. We drive
by a few people in the street that look at passing cars
carefully. The sight of a religious couple with three
small children and two tourists cramped into a small
car seems to alleviate their fears.

While I am dictating this, walking on King George
Street in Tel Aviv, I notice a small memorial for thir-
teen passers-by who were torn apart by a bomb at the
corner of King George and Dizengoff Street on March
4, 1996. There is an empty memorial candle in a glass
box. One of the box’s panels is broken. Maybe I
should be dictating somewhere else, I wonder. I am
looking at people in the street and am trying to read
their minds, but there is nothing to read, no worry that
I can discern and I may well be the most worried per-
son in this area. I am glad to move on to what looks
like a somewhat less attractive target for a bomb attack.

Even if I did not want to, I have no choice but to go

to the center of town. Air France, which is supposed

to carry me back to my weekend in Paris, cancelled
another flight, for security reasons, and I have to make
sure I am on the one that is still available. Although I
do not feel like I am running away, I am uncomfort-
able with the thought of leaving my friends and my
family in this unstable situation. Maybe I am not
courageous as people around me here seem to think I
am. The old blue and yellow German buses that [
know from my 1970s childhood there are still criss-
crossing the streets of the city. Not long ago, one of
them carried a Palestinian woman who took a seat in
the back of one of these buses and detonated a charge
in her handbag, killing thirteen people. I thought about
how ironic it was that these buses were used in
Germany and the path that brought those buses to the
Jewish State as part of the “reparation” agreement.

I now enter a more dingy section of HaMelech George
the Fifth Street, leading up to the open market. I
won't go there today. I am scanning the area with my
eight years worth of American environmental scan-
ning skills. I realize that whatever harm-prevention I
learned in America may not be terribly useful in the
Israeli context. I wonder whether any Palestinian sui-
cider would find it worth his or her life to detonate in
this neighborhood since many of the stores around
here seem to be owned by Arabs. I decide to have a
falafel anyway. I feel relieved and sadly ridiculous ¢

the same time.
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Hebrew School News Update

/=1t is hard to believe that there is just
' _’ne month left to our school year.
Here are some recent highlights:

Most importantly, our high caliber of
learning continued. Students in all 10
of our classes continued to progress
in their curricula. Through reading
assessments, we are finding ways to
help all of our students develop the
skills they need to excel in Hebrew
reading. Each Shabbat class and
Junior Gongregation demonstrates
that the skills they are learning in
their classes are paying off in
improved reading skills. Pirke Avot
and Bible study are in full force in
most of our Dalet through High
School classes. Students are learning
age-appropriate material through
which they are connecting what the
sages have said to their own personal
lives. Our students are delving into
he texts, asking their teachers prob-
Kng questions and, in the process,
they are becoming Torah commenta-
tors in their own right.

Another high point for our students
was the first Annual Manhattan
Zimriyah: Songs of Peace. Sponsored
by the United Synagogue of
Conservative Judaism METNY Region,
the Society for the Advancement of

Judaism, the Sutton Place Synagogue
and our congregation’s Hebrew
School, some 100 people gathered to
sing songs of peace. The level of ruach
(spirit) was special to witness as sever-
al of our Hebrew School’s students and
their parents participated in this occa-
sion. Teachers Jeremy Davidson and
Yehoshua Coren provided much of the
inspiration for this event.

Further, our entire school came
together last month for a most festive
Purim Carnival Celebration. Eating
hamentashen, singing songs, blotting
out Haman’s name with graggers and
boos, playing miniature golf, playing
basketball, games, making masks,
making mishloach manot were among
the exciting activities our children
enjoyed. Special thanks to the Vav
class students for running the booths
and reading the Purim story to the rest
of the school. We also collected non-
perishable foods that were given to
the hungry in our community.

Finally, to prepare for our celebration
of the holiday of Pesach, in each class

the students focused on two key ele--

ments of the holiday. Then, we
offered a special class session with
students and their parents. The final
part of our Pesach celebration was a

“mini Seder.” Students gathered in
the cafeteria to participate in the core
elements of the seder: Making brachot
over the symbolic foods on the seder
plate, singing the four questions,
reading about how we were once
slaves in Egypt, singing Dayenu and
thanking God for our freedom. The
students focused on the idea that it is
a mitzvah to put themselves into the
mind-set of being slaves and think
about what that really means. It was
clear that everyone left with a better
understanding of the importance of
the holiday, its customs and rituals.
Students from our youngest four
classes, Mechina, Alef, Bet #1 and Bet
#2 also enjoyed a pre-Pesach visit to
the Matzah factory. They learned how
the matzah is prepared for Pesach
each year.

With our celebration for Yom
Ha’atzmaut (Israel's Independence
Day) and the Gimmel Class Siddur
ceremony coming up shortly, there
are several more programs to come.

For more information about the Or
Zarua Hebrew School, please contact
Charlie Sherman, Educational Director
at 917-834-0308.

Education - Talmud Class

Education - Lunch and Learn

Wednesday, May. 2nd




Or Zarua’s Israeli Night at The Ronald McDonald House
(May 22, 2001) Volunteer Sign up Form

le

The Or Zarua Community

NEW MEMBERS Sydney’s parents are Jonathan and Joseph Allerhand, on the death of his
Elizabeth Lewis. mother, Ida Yellin Allerhand
Marc & Mindy Utay Alice & Amos Shuchman on the birth of her Lynn Beller and Andrew Frackman on the
first grandchild, Jacob Adam Shuchman death of their step-father,
CGNGRATULATIONS TO Martin & Rochelle Spergel on the February Armand Kleinberg
Jerome & Joan Badner on the engagement 12th birth of their grandson, Joshua Vivian Bernstein, on the death of her
of their daughter, Ray, to Abraham, whose parents are David mother, Eva Glaser
e Hamme;'ma n, and Laura Spergel Mm;lni I];ralrrlnkel, on the death of her sistez/
Cynthia Brodsky on the January Sth birth of Epe D
3; o, igéwar 4B rodsk;?’ son of CONDOLENCES TO Carol Goldsmith, on the death of her

father, Henry Cohen

Harriet Abramson, on the death of her Jesse Hecht, on the death of his father,
husband, Edward Abramson William Hecht

Peter Brodsky and Leslie Gittess
Judy Lewis on the February 5th birth of a
granddaughter, Sydney Anna Lewis.




All contributions listed were received on
(" efore March 20, 2001.

'L;}mz Campaign and Bimah Fund

contributions are not listed.

ADULT EDUCATION FUND

Lynda Wertheim, in honor of Debbie and
Jonathan Bakin on the birth of their son

GIFT IN KIND

Flat Rate Moving

HESED FOOD FUND

Julia Blumenthgal, in memory of her grand
father, David ‘Blumenthal, on his yahrzeit

Dara Murray, in memory of her beloved
husband, John Leo Murray

Jacob & Esther Oberman, in memory of
Ethel Dalmat, sister of Miriam Frankel

Barry & Judith Schneider

Martin & Rochelle Spergel, in honor of
George ]J. Alexander, whose translation of
an 1840 marriage certificate from Polish
to English helped Marty trace his family

Martin & Rochelle Spergel, in honor of Ann
and Howard Dauber’s friendship

Charles Spielholz, Sharon Seiler & Talia
“Wielholz, in honor of Richard Stadin’s

\ .‘--\‘i'ard for his charitable work

Jerome & Linda Spitzer

William & Muriel Tannenbaum, in
memory of Edward Abramson, husband
of Harriet Abramson

HESED FUND

Robin Blumenthal, in memory of her father,
David Blumenthal

Robin Blumenthal, in honor of the bar
mitzvah of her nephew,
Samuel B. Richard

Robin Blumenthal, in honor of the birth of
Sophie Lasensky, daughter of her cousins
Steven and Jodi Lasensky

Solomon & Thelma Borodkin, Purim gift for
the poor

Richard Hyfler & Amelia Rosner

Jerry & Patti josepher, in memory of
his mother, Rose Schacter Josepher, on
her yahrzeit

Jay, Lesley & Michaela Palmer, in honor of
the bar mitzvah of Victor Shelden, son of
Diane Okrent and Aaron Shelden

Samuel & Ruth Perelson

Herbert & Lorraine Shapiro, in honor of

) Barry Coller’s being honored by the

‘l'A'merican Heart Association for his
contributions to medicine

Charles Spielhoz, Sharon Seiler & Talia
Spielholz, in memory of Sharon's
grandfather, Philip Silverstein

Charles Spielhoz, Sharon Seiler & Talia
Spielholz, in memory of Sharon’s
grandmother, Pauline Seiler

William & Muriel Tannenbaum, in honor of
the birth of Martin & Shelley Spergel's
grandson, Joshua Abraham Spergel

HEVRA KADISHA FUND

Harriet Abramson
Craig & Marsha Basson
Jerry & Patti Josepher
Simon & Janet Katz
Paula Offrich

Daniel & Suzan Rosen
Alice Shuchman
Robert & Valerie Silver

KIDDUSH FUND

Barry & Bobbi Coller, in memory of his
mother, Ruth Coller, on her yahrzeit

Barry & Bobbi Coller, in memory of her
father, Dr. H. Harold Gelfand, on his
yahrzeit

Yitzhak & Jacqueline Frank, in honor of the
aufruf and marriage of their daughter,
Vered, to Walter Lamerton

Harrison & Diana Goldin, in honor of his
birthday

Jerry & Patti Josepher, in memory of her
mother, Joyce Keller Burden, on her
yahrzeit

Steven Katz & Deborah Markson-Katz in
memory of his father, Harry Katz, on his
yahrzeit

Mickey Krulwich & Sara Stone, in memory
of Sara Appleman Stone, Mickey’s mother
and Sara’s grandmother

Jonathan & Liz Lewis, in honor of the
naming of their daughter, Sydney Anna
Lewis

Owen Lewis & Eve Wolfe in memory of his
father, Seymour Lewis, on his yahrzeit

Herbert & Judith Lukashok, in memory of
his mother, Lillian Lukashok, on her
yahrzeit

Yehuda Nir & Bonnie Maslin, in honor of
the Rosenbloom/Kenvin children's new
restaurant, A Piece of Cake, across from
the 92nd Street Y

Lawrence & Leslie Rusoff, in honor
of the naming of their daughter,
Ariella Lys Rusoff

Barry & Judith Schneider, in honor of the
birth of Barry's twin grandsons, Ethan
and Brett Sandler

Aaron Shelden & Diane Okrent, in
honor of the Bat Mitzvah of their son,
Victor Shelden

Contributions

Lynn & Rachel Somerstein, and Debbie &
David Tyler, in honor of the Hebrew
birthday of their husband and father,
Mark Somerstein

Charles Spielholz, Sharon Seiler & Talia
Spielholz, in memory of Charlie’s father,
Terry Spielholz, on his 4th yahrzeit

Charles Spielholz, Sharon Seiler & Talia
Spielholz, in celebration of Charlie’s 43rd
birthday

Bernard & Leah Tolpin, refuah shleymah
for Bernard Miriam Wallerstein, in honor
of the 4th birthday of her granddaughters,
Julia and Avery Wallerstein

KOL NIDRE APPEAL

Robert & Trudy Gottesman
Jay & Lesley Palmer

MA'OT HITTIM FUND

Jonathan & Deborah Bakin

Solomon & Thelma Borodkin

Paula Chalfin

Brett & Gwendolyn Cohen

Barry & Bobbi Coller

Phyllis Cornell

Stanley & Ellen Deutsch

Alice Geisler

David & Carla Glasser

Elizabeth Goldberg

Zella and Glenn Goldfinger

Robert & Trudy Gottesman

Mina Greenstein

Jesse & Isadora Hecht

Dore Hollander

Michael Jaffe & Bobbie Stein

Jerry & Patti Josepher

Steven Katz & Deborah Markson-Katz

Terry Krulwich & Paul Posner

David & Judith Lewittes

Herbert & Judith Lukashok

Frederick & Martha Mendelsohn

Alan & Yafa Nadel

Jacob & Esther Oberman

David Pine & Stephanie Failla

Maurice & Sabina Preter

Laura Resnikoff, with thanks to
Glenn Goldfinger,

Laura Resnikoff, with thanks to
Evelyn Kenvin

Laura Resnikoff, with thanks to
Richard Gottlieb

Laura Resnikoff, in honor of Jill Prosky
and Jim Posner

Leonard & Phyllis Rosen

Arthur Rosenbloom & Evelyn Kenvin

Charlotte Schwartz

Herbert & Lorraine Shapiro

Marilyn Shapiro

Aaron Shelden & Diane Okrent




Congregation Or Zarua
Office: 1384 Lexington Avenue
New York, NY 10128
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