e Or Zarua Newsletter <

1217 TN PP

Volume 8, Issue 1

Heshvan-Kislev-Tevet, 5757 October, 1996

Office: 1384 Lexington Avenue, New York, NY 10128 (212) 410-6041

Dr. Harlan J. Wechsler, Rabbi

School News

Our Hebrew School year
got off to a successful start on
September 17th. This year we
have about 48 students in our
school, six classes in all. The
students have started the year
by refreshing their Hebrew
skills, and gearing up for some
new curricular subjects.
Students and teachers are
beginning to form new bonds
with each other as this new
school year begins. We would
like to take this opportunity to
welcome our Hebrew School
staff to the Or Zarua family.

We welcome: Loren
Stein, our Alef class teacher;
Michelle Sarao and Channah
Abraham, our Bef class
teachers; Michelle Goldsmith,
our Dalet class teacher;
Charlie Sherman, our Hey
class teacher; and Daniel
Rosenberg, our Vav class
teacher. We look toward to
spending the year together!

Shortly after we began, we
started to get ready for the
holiday of Sukkot. This year,
the Hebrew School had the
privilege of decorating the Or
Zarua sukka. Our Alef, Bet,
Dalet and Hey students
worked on all sorts of

(Continued on page 7)

Chevra Kadisha: A
Lifeline to the

Synagogue
Community

In Judaism, death is part of
life. One of the best ways to
participate in the life of our
synagogue is to assist is the
rituals and customs
surrounding the death of
members or their loved ones.

By joining shiva minyans at
the house of mourning,
arranging for food and prayer
books to be delivered, or
providing information about
religious practice, members
of the Or Zarua Chevra
Kadisha (burial society),
founded a little over a year
ago, come to know the
bereaved (and through them,
the departed) in significant
ways which are absent in more
joyful or superficial situations.

Chevra Kadisha members
also act as shomnm, reciting
Psalms beside the coffin

Or Zarua Retreat,
November 3rd at
Four Winds

As this issue of the
Newsletter goes to press,
Congregation Or Zarua is
busily preparing for its
congregational retreat on
November 3rd on the grounds
of the Four Winds Hospital in
Katonah, New York. To join
us in this event, you must
reserve your place by
October 25th!

Remember the first Or
Zarua Congregational Retreat
four years ago? Didn't go but
heard about it? Didn't go,
didn't hear about it?

Here is your opportunity to
participate in the second Or
Zarua retreat which will take
place on Sunday, November
3rd from 9:30 am to 4:00 p.m.
The day's activities are an
ideal way to expand your Or
Zarua friendships while
socializing, studying and
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Adult Education

Weekly Talmud Class
every Wednesday
evening

Rabbi Wechsler teaches the
regular weekly Talmud Class on
Wednesday evenings, from 8 to
9:30 p.m. (Note: No class on
December 25th.) The class
meets in the Bet Hamidrash on
the lower level of the
synagogue building, 127 East
82nd Street. The class is
taught in English; no prior
knowledge of Hebrew or
Aramaic is required, and the
class may be joined at any time.

Guide to the Siddur and
Services

Are you among those who
have always wanted to know

when to stand and when to
bow? Why we say the Shema
and why the Amidah? What
they mean? What is En
keloheynu?

A 10-week course In the
geography of the prayerbook
and the choreography of
praying will begin on Monday
evening, November 18. Taught
by Rabbi Stephen Shulman who
has taught our Hebrew classes,
the course wlll assume a
rudimentary knowledge of
reading Hebrew. It will go on to
examine the prayers from there.

All classes will be held in the
Synagogue on Monday
evenings from 7:30 p.m. to 9:00
p.m. They arc free to members,
there will be a $100 fee for non-
members. Please call the office
(410-6041) to register. O

Chevra Kadisha

Continued from page 1)
before the funeral. Members
prepare the deceased for burial:
they ritually clean the body,
dress it in shrouds, and place it
in the casket. Those who have
ssisted at this ritual, called
ahara, describe it as an
mmensely moving, spiritual
Xperience.
Performing a tahara requires

ome training, and we have

een privileged to have
xperienced members of other
ell established Chevra
adishas speak at our meetings
nd assist at actual taharas.

The Or Zarua Chevra

adisha is currently researching
he possibility of securing a

emetery plot for the synagogue.

Complex issues are involved,
and we invite your knowledge
and opinions.

Last but not least, our Chevra
Kadisha, in the tradition of such
societies the world over, held its

synagogue. Join the Chevra
Kadisha! O

Martha Mendelsohn

first dinner last April at Va Bene
restaurant. This convivial
occasion is when we got to
know one another better.

We need more members!
Don'’t feel you have to he willing
to do everything — you can pick
specific tasks. Copies of the
Chevra Kadisha handbook,
outlining the group's purpose
and function, are available at the
back of the sanctuary. Please
call the office to find out when
our next meeting is.

Participate in the life of the

Magid’s World

by Steven Magid

[ *“THAT'S FUNNY, YOU DON'T LOOK FLU-ISH"




Or Zarua Newsletter

Schedule of Services and Candle Lighting Times
411 Shabbat and Yom Tov festival morning services begin at 9 a.m. unless otherwise noted. All Friday
and Yom Tov evening services begin at candle lighting time. Shabbat afternoon Minha, Seudah Shlishit,
Maariv and Havdala services are held on the first Shabbat of every calendar month.
November, 1996
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1 2
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Contributions

Adult Education Fund in
Honor of Bobbi Coller’s
Milestone Birthday

Walter and Barbara Gizze
Eric and Carolyn Gould
Seymour and Hope Grayson
Stephen and Ellen Greenberg
Stewart and Susan Kampel
Lawrence and Carol Krug
Lloyd and Linda Landow
Maxwgll and Audrey Magid
Seymour and Shirley Rubin
Julian and Nina Sandler

Paul and Bette Schneiderman
Richard and Toni Sobel
Gerald and Diane Thurer
Gary and Jacqueline Wolf
Shirley Wolf

Gift in Kind
Reba Shelden
Hesed Fund

Donald and Robin Bernstein, in
memory of his grandfather,
Joseph A Sarrow

Alexander and Susan Deutsch,
in memory of Arnold
Neustadter, father of Martha
Mendelsohn

Sam and Ruth Perelson

Barry and Ethel Weintraub, in
memory of Morris Bass,
Ethel's father, on his yahrzeit

Hesed Food Fund

Kay Denmark

Ruth Druss, in memory of Louis
Holtz, father of Sybil Pollet

Eric Friedland

Alan llberman

James and Martha Sasmor, in
memory of Meyer Okrent,
Diane Okrent's father

James and Martha Sasmor, in
memory of Anna Lifton,
Francine Klagsbrun's mother

James and Martha Sasmor, on
the Yom Kippur yahrzeit of
Martha's uncle and tzaddik,
Solomon Zisslin

James and Martha Sasmor, on
the yahrzeit of Martha's
beloved brother Nathan Z.
Greenhouse

Barry and Judith Schneider

Aaron Shelden and Diane
Okrent, {zedakah

Victor Shelden, tzedakah

Hevra Kadisha Fund

Edward and Harriet Abramson,
in memory of Benjamin Jaffe,
father of Michael Jaffe

Aaron Shelden and Diane
Okrent, in memory of Diane's
father, Meyer Okrent

Michael and Sybil Pollet, with
thanks to the Or Zarua
community and the Hevra
Kadisha for their support at the
time of the death of Sybil's
father, Louis Holtz

Jerome and Linda Spitzer, in
memory of Michael Jaffe's
father, Benjamin Jaffe

Kiddush Fund

Sandra Bar-Levav, with thanks
to Or Zarua as she departs for
a couple of years to work in
London

Dan and Ellen Birger, in honor
of daughter Ruth's Bat Mitzvah

Richard and Caren Gerszberg,
in honor of the naming of their
daughter, Emily

Betsy Gould, in memory of her
mother Eva Fishman Gould,
on her yahrzeit

Alan llberman, in honor of his
aufruf and August 11th
marriage to Caroline Golden

Steven and Margret Magid, in
honor of the Bat Mitzvah of
their daughter, Barbara

Harvey and Linda Newman, in
honor of the aufruf of their
daughter Pamela and Garret
Lapaw

Yaakov and Roberta Shechter,
in honor of the engagement of
their daughter, Batsheva, to
Lior Tsadok

Kol Nidre Appeal

Sheldon and Marcel Adler

Arthur and Willi Aeder

Stephen and Linda Agus

Barry and Mimi Alperin

Julie Alperin and Frederic Gilde

David and Annette Araten

Abraham and Anna Ascher

Peter Ezzard and Abby Altman

Jonathan and Deborah Bakin

Daniel and Lynn Beller

Donald and Robin Bernstein

Daniel and Ellen Birger

Kevin and Madeline Brine

Edward and Cynthia Brodsky

Marshall and Marilyn Butler

Geoffrey and Carol Chinn

Barry and Bobbi Coller

Phyllis Cornell

Alan and Pat Davidson

Kay Denmark

Maier Deshell

Barbara Diamond

Charles and Valerie Diker

Daniel and Alisa Doctoroff

Ruth Drazen

Martin and Mona Dreier

Ellen Fisher

Sander and Mechele Flaum

Haskel Fleishaker and Jennifer
Mieres

(Continued on page 5)
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Contributions

(Continued from page 4)

Andrew Frackman and Emily
Braun

Susan Friedland

Brian Friedman and Barbara
Shulman

Eric and Pamela Fuchs

David and Carla Glasser

Jerry Gliklich and Jane Salmon

Gurston and Marjorie Goldin

Norton and Adair Goodman

Richard Gottlieb

Bet§_y Gould

Frances Greenberg

Mina Greenstein

Peter Gruenberger

Jesse and Isadora Hecht

Alan Heller

Roger and Susan Hertog

Judith Hozore

Allen and Valerie Hyman

Andrew Irving and Evelyn
Sucher

John and Ronnie Jankoff

Benno and Joy Kimmelman

Mark and Hannah Kinn

Samuel and Francine Klagsbrun

David Kogut

Theodore and Shulamith Koton

Michael Leavitt and Amy
Stevens

Leonard and Rita Lefkort

Maurice Lefkort

Lisa Lesavoy

Leslie Levison

Owen and Eve Lewis

Helen Lifton

Robert and Loretta Lifton

Mark and Georgina Lowenthal

Herbert Lukashok

Ralph and Phyllis Lusskin

Alexander and Sharon Mack

Steven and Margret Magid

Eric and Karen Mandel

Melvin and Marina Mandelbaum

Morris and Fiona Markel

Zion Ozeri and Ellen Markowitz

David Meitus and Angela
Westwater

Frederick and Martha
Mendelsohn

Sharon Mosse

Renato and Siu Negrin

David and Anita Nerwen

Harvey and Linda Newman

Daniel Nir and Jill Braufman

Yehuda Nir and Bonnie Maslin

Larry and Rachel Norton

Jacob and Esther Oberman

Russell and Susan Rock Okrent

Shirley Okrent

Norman and Midge Podhoretz

Michael and Sybil Pollet

Paul Posner and Terry Krulwich

Daniel and Suzan Rajna

Laura Resnikoff

Janee Ries

Arthur and Judy Robbins

Bruce Roberts

Thelma Rodbell

Renee Rosenblatt

Arthur Rosenbloom and Evelyn
Kenvin

James and Martha Sasmor

Neil and Leona Schiuger

Barry and Judith Schneider

Reed and Anne Schneider

Albert and Claire Schussler

Harvey and Justine Schussler

Michael and Ellen Schwartz

Morton and Evelyn Schwartz

David and Susan Shapiro

Herbert and Lorraine Shapiro

Marilyn Shapiro

Yitzchak Shavit and Barbara
Salmanson

Aaron Shelden and Diane
Okrent

John and Emily Sherman

Jeffrey and Judith Siegel

Lillian Silver

Robert and Vera Silver

Sidney and Irene Silverman

Donald and Ellen Simon

Jennie Simon

Stephen and Elsa Solender

Gerry and Phyllis Solomon

Roslyn Spector

Martin and Rochelle Spergel

Jerome and Linda Spitzer

Walter and Sara Squire

Mark Stein and Carol Baker

David and Elise Strauss

Bernard and Leah Tolpin

Stanley Tuhrim and Betty Jane
Mintz

Jeffrey Welton

Lynda Wertheim

Toby Wertheim

Susan Wexner

James and Elaine Wolfensohn

Michael and Helen Wolff

Steven and Joyce Wolitzer

Henry Wollman

Kirk Zachary and Susan
Smimnoff

Jay and Nancy Zises

Seymour and Cathy Zises

Prayer Book Fund

Marvin Cohen, in memory of
Daniel Eisenberg

Marvin Cohen, in memory of
Blanche Dimston

Stanley and Ellen Deutsch, in
loving memory of Miriam
Ingber

Sidney and Helen Squire in
honor of Hannah Leah
Friedland-Wechsler's Bat
Mitzvah

Rabbi's Discretionary Fund

Rafi Kleiman & Natalie Sobel, in
appreciation of all Rabbi
Wechsler did in conjunction
with their marriage

Thelma Rodbell, for Rabbi
Wechsler's help in conjunction
with the marriage of her
daughter, Barbara
Salmanson, to Yitzchak Shavit

Alice Shuchman

Walter & Sara Squire, in honor
of Hannah Leah
Friedland-Wechsler's Bat
Mitzvah

(Continued on page 6)
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Contributions

(Continued from page 5)
General Contributions

Alan and Jinx Bandler, in honor
of the birth of Jana Rose
Korn, daughter of Susan
Bandler and Joel Korn, and
their granddaughter

Alisa and Daniel Doctoroff, in
memory of Ruah Silver,
newborn daughter of Robert
and Vera Silver

George and Janet Felleman, in
memory of Louis Holtz, Sybil
Pollet's father

Roger and Helen Ferszt, in
memory of Roger's mother,
Eva Kriegstein

Glenn and Zella Goldfinger, in
memory of Louis Holtz and
Benjamin Jaffe, fathers,
respectively, of Sybil Pollet
and Michael Jaffe

Harrison and Diana Goldin,
aliyah

Norton and Adair Goodman,
yizkor

Ricelle Grossinger, in memory
of Harry Persky

Judith Hozore, to mark the 21st
yahrzeit of her husband,
Seymour Hozore

Mel llberman, in honor of the
marriage of Caroline and Alan
llberman

Nathan Kollin, in loving memory
of his wife, Hannah R. Kollin

Nathan Kollin, in loving memory
of his sister, Zella Rubin

The Lebensfeld Foundation

Leonard Lefkort, for the honor
received at Rosh HaShanah

Alexander and Leona Leon, in
honor of Rabbi Wechsler

Helen Lifton, in memory of
Anna and Benjamin Lifton,
Francine Klagsbrun's parents

Helen Lifton, in memory of her
father, Samuel David Balsam,
on his yahrzeit

Ecton and Anne Manning, in
memory of Louis Holtz, father
of Sybil Pollet

Matt Neuman and Jan Cornell,
in memory of Charlotte
Gilman

Matt Neuman and Jan Cornell,
in memory of Dr. Albert
Cornell, Milton Neuman and
Jeffrey Neuman

Yehudah Nir and Bonnie
Maslin, in memory of Ruah
Silver, newborn daughter of
Robert and Vera Silver

Esther and Jack Oberman, in
honor of Muriel
Tannenbaum's birthday

Esther and Jack Oberman, in
memory of Jean Garber,
mother of Sandy Schacter
and Yettie

Esther and Jack Oberman, in
memory of Sybil Pollet's
father, Louis Holtz

Louis and Lynn Philipson and
family in loving memory of
Meyer Okrent, Diane Okrent's
father and Shirley Okrent's
husband

Charles and Deborah Olstein,
in honor of Matthew's 3rd
birthday

Charles and Deborah Olstein,
in memory or Deborah's
mother, Ray Atlas

James Posner and Jill Prosky,
in honor of Laura Resnikoff's
giving the d'var Torah at
services on August 10th

Daniel and Suzan Rajna, in
memory of Steven Maslin,
brother of Bonnie Maslin

Arthur Rosenbloom and Evelyn
Kenvin, in memory of Alfred
Weinstein, Arthur's cousin

James and Martha Sasmor on
the arrival of Thea Cornell
Neuman, grandson of Phyllis
Cornell

James and Martha Sasmor,
Mazal Tov on the marriage of
Natalie Sobel and Rafael
Kleiman

Jill Shapiro, in honor of the
birth of Alexander Harris
Bauman

Aaron Shelden and Diane
Okrent, in honor of Hugh and
Enid Menzies' 25th wedding
anniversary

Stuart Soffer, in honor of Dr.
Samuel C. Klagsbrun

William and Muriel
Tannenbaum, in memory of
their parents, Jacob and Bella
Silver and Joel and Molly
Tannenbaum

Joseph Wolinsky, in honor of
the Bat Mitzvah and the
family of Ruth Birger

Kirk Zachary and Susan
Smirmoff, refuah shlema for
Noah Zachary

Kirk Zachary and Susan
Smimoff, yizkor

All contributions listed were
received on or before
October 8th. Building Fund
contributions not listed.

Condolences to

The family of Elaine
Prince, on her passing.

Dara Prisamt-Murray, on
the death of her father,
George Prisamt.

Regina Weinreich, on the
death of her mother, Pola
Weinreich.
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Book Club meeting

Oct. 27th to discuss
The System

Retreat

Please join us on Sunday Oc-
tober 27th at 7:30 p.m. for a dis-
cussion of The Systern by
Haynes Johnson.

Please come and bring your
friends. New members are always
welcome to come and participate in
an interesting dialogue. [f you have
a favorite book that you think might
be ihteresting to discuss at a future
Book Club meeting, please let us
know about it so that we can plan
selections for the year.

We look forward to seeing you
and hope you have had a good
summer.

Call the synagogue office,
410-6041 for the exact loca-
tion of the meeting. O

(Continued from page 1)

strolling through the nearby
Pound Ridge Nature
reservation. This is a day for
congregants of all ages —
children’s and teen activities
have also been planned.
Registration material has been
mailed to all congregants and
replies should be received, by
mail, in the office no later than
October 25th. Questions?
Leave a message with Enid
Menzies, 410-6041, and your
call will be returned promptly.

School News

(Continued from page 1)

decorations from Hebrew name
hangings to apple and honey ad
campaigns. Students also had a
chance to bench lulav and enjoy
the beauty of the sukkah
together. Our Vav class
students participated in another
mitzvah this Sukkot. These
students joined with the Youth
Hesed group and worked-
together to decorate the New
York Hospital sukkah.

We eagerly look towards the
next month of Hebrew School,
now that the holidays have
come to a halt, so that we can
have an opportunity to really
delve into some of the other
aspects of the curriculum this
year. :

Michelle Schaerf

Educational Director

Save the Date!
November 14th

New Members Wine and Cheese
Reception, 6-8 p.m.
Invitation to follow

Newsletter Notes

The Newsletter encourages the
publication of original material
from the membership. All
articles and maternials for
submission to the newsletter
must be sent on 3.5” IBM
formatted disks, in any of the
popular word processor formats,
or ASCIl text. A blank disk will
be returmed to you.
Photographs, artwork or
drawings should only be
submitted by prior arrangement
with the publisher. The deadline
for submission of material for
the next issue is December
10th. O

Hesed Committee Notes

The Hesed Committee
continues to provide Monday
night dinner to twenty five
formerly homeless men who
temporarily reside in a
neighborhood shelter. Your
donations to the Or Zarua
Hesed Food Fund have helped
to sustain this program, which
is now in its sixth year. Itis
certainly gratifying to know that
Congregation Or Zarua, along
with a number of other
concerned community groups,
have provided the necessary
assistance to many individuals
in their time of greatest need.
All members of the
congregation are urged to send
in their contributions, payable to
"Congregation Or Zarua/Hesed
Food Fund".

The Hesed Committee
needs volunteers to assist in
new programs being developed
for 1996-1997. Please contact
the Or Zarua office if you wish
to volunteer your services,
leaving your name and
telephone number for Donald
Bernstein, committee chair. O

Youth Hesed
Committee Notes

Attention all teenagers! Or Zarua
Youth Hesed ("OZYH") is
composed of the teenage
members of our congregation.
They do a variety of fulfilling
activities such as visiting the sick
at hospitals and nursing homes,
and delivering Mishloah Manot.
For more information about the
activities of OZYH, please call
Howard Blas (472-5820) or
Helene Strauss (535-8398). O
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We Welcome

Congregation Or Zarua welcomes the following new
members to its growing congregational family:

Jonathan and Deborah Bakin

Alan Ballas

Ronald and Jane Berenbeim

Bernard and Frances Branson

Yvette Branson

Brett Cohen and Gwendolyn
Lopez

Cheryl Cohen

Charles and Valerie Diker

Barry and Ruth Doyno

Howard Feinsand and Ellen
Weisbord

Robert and Sarah Fitts

Paul Glasserman and Elaine
Schattner

Etta Goldberg

Kenneth and Lisa Hackel

Leonard and Fleur Harlan

Irving Hoffman

Jeffrey and Judith Lederer

Alan and Esther Levy

Hannah Mallin

Gary and Lisa Markoff

Caryn Miller

David and Anita Nerwen

Jay and Lesley Palmer

Owen and Pearl Pell

Arthur Pober

Ellen Posner

Edward and Marlene Shufro
Lynda Wertheim

James and Elaine Wolfensohn
Jonathan Yellin

Alan Yaillen and Laurie Dien
Joel Zweig and Caryn Abner

Thanksgiving Week
Nov. 24 -27, 29, & Dec. 1
Sheraton New York Hotel
52nd St. & 7th Ave., NYC
60 - 90% Off!
Sale Information:
(212) 836-1776
Great Buys in fall apparel,

accessories & holiday gifts.

UJA-FEDERATION
FASHION
RESCUE

Benefit sale for UJA-
Federation

Mazal Tov to ....
20 91

Alan and Jinx Bandler, on the
birth of their granddaughter,
Jana Rose Korn, daughter of
Susan Bandler and Joel

_Korn

Jonathan David and Heli
Rantaniemi-David, on the
birth of their son, Samuel
Isaac, on September 25th

Alan and Pat Davidson on the
August 28th birth of a
granddaughter, Elana,
daughter of Mark and
Barbara Chazen

Juliet Diller, on the July 15th
birth of her granddaughter,
Sarah Andrea Brill. Parents
are Robert and Wendy Diller
Brill

Peter Gruenberger and Carin
Lamm, on their engagement.
They plan to be married in the
synagogue on January 4,
1997

Congregation Or Zarua
1384 Lexington Avenue
New York, NY 10128
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